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THE REJECTION
Of The 1888 Message And

It’s Messengershe material in this important book, without a question 
proves that the church has delayed the coming of our Lord 

for more than one hundred years. The rejection of that message 
was also the rejection of the prophet Ellen White as well as Wag-
goner, Jones, and the special message from God. Waggoner and 
Jones finally lost their way and rejected the message which they 
bore to the church. What a tragedy the rejection has brought upon 
the church and its people!

“An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and to accept 
this truth, lay at the foundation of a large share of the opposition 
manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through 
Brethren E.J. Waggoner and A.T. Jones. By exciting that opposition 
Satan succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great mea-
sure, the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart 
to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that efficiency 
which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the world, as 
the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light that 
is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted, and by the 
action of our own brethren has been in a great degree kept away 
from the world. Selected Messages, book 1, 234–235.

Our prophet saw the possibility of Waggoner and Jones rejecting 
their own message that God had inspired them to give.

Pastor Ron Spear, Founder of Hope International, Editor Emeritus
Our Firm Foundation
Hope International
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I have read the manuscript, The Rejection of the 1888 
Message and Its Messengers, and I challenge leaders, pas-
tors, lay-leaders, and laity to carefully read this material. 

The reason the Seventh-day Adventist Church has not been able 
to finish the gospel commission is because of the evidence in 
this booklet.

Those who are sincere seekers of the truth will find many an-
swers in The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers.

— Joe Olson
Executive Director of Hope International
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Foreword

I would like to submit to you, and I believe the evidence will 
show, that it was the leadership looking to man and not 
looking to Christ, that caused this tragic rejection.

“Unless he makes it his life business to behold the uplift-
ed Saviour, and by faith to accept the merits which it is 
his privilege to claim, the sinner can no more be saved 
than Peter could walk upon the water unless he kept his 
eyes fixed steadily upon Jesus. Now, it has been Satan’s 
determined purpose to eclipse the view of Jesus and lead 
men to look to man, and trust to man, and be educated 
to expect help from man. For years the church has been 
looking to man and expecting much from man, but not 
looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life are 
centered. Therefore God gave to His servants a testimony 
that presented the truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third 
angel’s message, in clear, distinct lines. John’s words are to 
be sounded by God’s people, that all may discern the light 
and walk in the light: ‘He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the 
earth: He that cometh from heaven is above all. And what 
He hath seen and heard, that He testifieth; and no man 
receiveth His testimony. He that hath received His testi-
mony hath set to his seal that God is true. For He whom 
God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth 
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not the Spirit by measure unto Him. The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into His hand. He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be-
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him’ ” (Testimonies to Ministers, 93, 94).

The rejection of God’s messengers—His prophets—by the 
leaders of the church in every generation was responsible for the 
tragic history of the church in the Old Testament, and their insub-
ordination to God’s words, and the church’s apostasy was the cause 
of their 70 year captivity.

More recently this rejection was
1. The rejection of the prophet, Ellen White, who strongly sup-

ported the message given by Waggoner and Jones.
2. It was a rejection of the first angel’s message—the everlast-

ing gospel, which is the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the 
power of God unto salvation (from sin) to every one that 
believeth.”

“ ‘To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My 
Father in His throne.’ We can overcome. Yes, fully, entirely. 
Jesus died to make a way of escape for us, that we might 
overcome every evil temper, every sin, every temptation, 
and sit down at last with Him” (Testimonies, vol. 1, 144).

3. They rejected the latter rain.

“By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God 
is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly 
transformed into the likeness of Christ. … Unless the ear-
ly showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring 
no seed to perfection” (Testimonies to Ministers, 506. See 
Testimonies to Ministers, 507, 508).
Leaders and pastors had not prepared the church properly in 

the early rain. Therefore, the latter rain was rejected.
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4. They also rejected the sacrificial marriage of Christ.

“None are so vile, none have fallen so low, as to be be-
yond the working of this power. In all who will submit 
themselves to the Holy Spirit a new principle of life is to 
be implanted; the lost image of God is to be restored in 
humanity” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 96).

5. They rejected being empowered to give the Loud Cry mes-
sage of Revelation 18:1–4:

“And after these things I saw another angel come down 
from heaven, having great power; and the earth was light-
ened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong 
voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul 
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all 
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her forni-
cation, and the kings of the earth have committed fornica-
tion with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed 
rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard 
another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues.

“The Beginning of the Loud Cry.

“Let every one who claims to believe that the Lord is soon 
coming, search the Scriptures as never before; for Satan is 
determined to try every device possible to keep souls in 
darkness, and blind the mind to the perils of the times in 
which we are living. Let every believer take up his Bible 
with earnest prayer, that he may be enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit as to what is truth, that he may know more 
of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent. Search for 
the truth as for hidden treasures, and disappoint the en-
emy. The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of 
the third angel has already begun in the revelation of the 
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righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This 
is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall 
fill the whole earth. For it is the work of every one to whom 
the message of warning has come, to lift up Jesus, to pres-
ent Him to the world as revealed in types, as shadowed in 
symbols, as manifested in the revelations of the prophets, 
as unveiled in the lessons given to His disciples and in the 
wonderful miracles wrought for the sons of men. Search 
the Scriptures; for they are they that testify of Him.

“If you would stand through the time of trouble, you must 
know Christ, and appropriate the gift of His righteous-
ness, which He imputes to the repentant sinner (Review 
and Herald, November 22, 1892; Selected Messages, book 
1, 362, 363).

6. The rejection of Christ’s character. His character developed 
in God’s leadership, pastors, and laity will bring the world to 
harvest. 

“There can be no growth or fruitfulness in the life that is 
centered in self. If you have accepted Christ as a personal 
Saviour, you are to forget yourself, and try to help others. 
Talk of the love of Christ, tell of His goodness. Do every 
duty that presents itself. Carry the burden of souls upon 
your heart, and by every means in your power seek to save 
the lost. As you receive the Spirit of Christ—the Spirit of 
unselfish love and labor for others—you will grow and 
bring forth fruit. The graces of the Spirit will ripen in your 
character. Your faith will increase, your convictions deepen, 
your love be made perfect. More and more you will reflect 
the likeness of Christ in all that is pure, noble, and lovely.

“ ‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance’ 
[Galatians 5:22, 23]. This fruit can never perish, but will 
produce after its kind a harvest unto eternal life.
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“When the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth 
in the sickle, because the harvest is come.’ Christ is waiting 
with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His 
church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly re-
produced in His people, then He will come to claim them 
as His own” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 67–69).

7. The rejection of the third angel’s message in verity—
Righteousness by Faith and Sanctification by Faith.

“Christ and His Righteousness—Christ and His righ-
teousness—let this be our platform, the very life of our 
faith” (Review and Herald, August 31, 1905).

“The Third Angel’s Message in Verity—Several have 
written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by 
faith is the third angel’s message, and I have answered, ‘It 
is the third angel’s message in verity’ ” (Review and Herald, 
April 1, 1890; Evangelism, 190).

“A character formed according to the divine likeness is the 
only treasure that we can take from this world to the next. 
… To everyone engaged in this work Christ says, I am at 
your right hand to help you. As the will of man co-oper-
ates with the will of God, it becomes omnipotent” (Christ’s 
Object Lessons, 332, 333).

“Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, per-
sistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the pow-
er of the gospel. Every sinful indulgence strengthens the 
soul’s aversion to God” (Steps to Christ, 34).

“When self is merged in Christ, love springs forth spon-
taneously. The completeness of Christian character is at-
tained when the impulse to help and bless others springs 
constantly from within—when the sunshine of heaven 
fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance” (Christ’s 
Object Lessons, 384).
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So, the evidence found in this document will prove what has 
taken place through this seven-point rejection of the 1888 message. 
Our still being here shows we still have not received it, yet God still 
offers it and the blessings it contains to every honest seeker after 
Him. We can and must receive it, as it is the only way the character 
of Christ can be perfectly reproduced in His people. It is the only 
way God (and the unfallen worlds) can be sure another rebellion 
will not break out in the universe. 

— Richard Dean
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T his preface is to prepare the readers for the tremendous 
evidence of the rejection of the greatest message that 
God has ever entreated to His people and His workers. 

In every generation the requirements of salvation has always been 
the same—living in obedience to all known truth by the power 
of the Holy Spirit—victory over sin and all temptation is God’s 
requirement so He can be absolutely sure that there will never be 
another revolution like the one that has existed for 6,000 years.

Not only was the righteousness of Christ rejected by faith, but 
also the merits of Christ’s sacrifice could not be understood by all 
who had legalistic minds. The legalistic mind is the natural mind.

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, 
not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
(1 Corinthians 2:12–14).

Without this great sacrifice, there was no salvation for the 
human family. The love of God was revealed in giving His Son 
to this sin cursed planet called Earth. It is the merits of His great 

Preface
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sacrifice that now must be comprehended and practiced in our 
daily lives.

“Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really more 
invincible, than the soul that feels its nothingness and 
relies wholly on the merits of the Saviour. By prayer, by 
the study of His word, by faith in His abiding presence, 
the weakest of human beings may live in contact with the 
living Christ, and He will hold them by a hand that will 
never let go” (The Ministry of Healing, 182).

“As your soul yearns after God, you will find more and 
still more of the unsearchable riches of His grace. As you 
contemplate these riches you will come into possession of 
them and will reveal the merits of the Saviour’s sacrifice, 
the protection of His righteousness, the fullness of His 
wisdom, and His power to present you before the Father 
‘without spot, and blameless’ [2 Peter 3:14]” (The Acts of 
the Apostles, 567).

“Through the merits of Christ, man is to show by his 
obedience that he could be trusted in heaven, that he 
would not rebel” (The Faith I Live By, 114).

The righteousness of Christ by faith is accessible to every 
human being. It will bring holiness and perfection by sanctification 
by faith through the Holy Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.

“Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit speaks to the 
mind, and impresses truth upon the heart. Thus He 
exposes error, and expels it from the soul. It is by the Spirit 
of truth, working through the word of God, that Christ 
subdues His chosen people to Himself ” (The Desire of 
Ages, 671).

Perfection and holiness is demanded. It is not what we do, but 
what we are willing to let God do in us.
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“The Christian’s life is not a modification or improvement 
of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death 
to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can 
be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy 
Spirit” (The Desire of Ages, 172).

We earnestly pray that this booklet will find the seeker for 
truth.

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search 
for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

It will take all of our heart, soul, mind and body, self-denial 
and sacrifice to prepare our lives for eternity.
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T he 1888 message, what was it? The answer: “The Lord 
in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His 
people through Elders Waggoner and Jones” (Testimonies 

to Ministers, 91). This was a victory message. “ We can overcome. 
Yes; fully, entirely. Jesus died to make a way of escape for us, that 
we might overcome every evil temper, every sin, every temptation, 
and sit down at last with Him” (Testimonies, vol. 1, 144). The re-
deemed, who by the Holy Spirit follow Christ’s perfect example, 
by developing His perfect character day by day, can be made safe 
to save.

When this relationship is reached by God’s faithful and loyal 
people, “When the character of Christ shall be perfectly repro-
duced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own” 
(Christ’s Object Lessons, 69). This is justification and sanctification. 
It is “the third angel’s message in verity” (Evangelism, 190).

Listen to these inspired statements from the Lord:

“Some have erroneous ideas of what constitutes a Christian 
and of the means through which a firm religious experi-
ence is obtained; much less do they understand the quali-
fications that God requires His ministers to possess. These 
men are unsanctified. They have occasionally a flight of 
feeling, which gives them the impression that they are in-
deed children of God. This dependence upon impressions 
is one of the special deceptions of Satan. Those who are 

Introduction
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thus exercised make their religion a matter of circumstance. 
Firm principle is wanting. None are living Christians un-
less they have a daily experience in the things of God and 
daily practice self-denial, cheerfully bearing the cross and 
following Christ. Every living Christian will advance daily 
in the divine life. As he advances toward perfection, he 
experiences a conversion to God every day; and this con-
version is not completed until he attains to perfection of 
Christian character, a full preparation for the finishing 
touch of immortality” (Testimonies, vol. 2, 505).

“To follow Jesus requires wholehearted conversion at the 
start, and a repetition of this conversion every day” (Letter 
39, 1899; The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, 
vol. 1, 1113).

None of us are living Christians unless we practice self-denial 
for the finishing of God’s work and are daily advancing in perfec-
tion by the Holy Spirit’s power working in the life.

“That belief that is laid aside when convenient, and put 
on and off like a garment, is not the religion of Christ, but 
a spurious article that will not bear the tests even of this 
world” (Testimonies, vol. 4, 190).

“Every passing hour of the present is shaping our future 
life. These moments spent in carelessness, in self-pleasing, 
as if of no value, are deciding our everlasting destinies. 
The words we utter today will go on echoing when time 
shall be no more. The deeds done today are transferred to 
the books of heaven, just as the features are transferred by 
the artist onto the polished plate. They will determine our 
destiny for eternity, for bliss or eternal loss and agonizing 
remorse. Character cannot be changed when Christ comes, 
nor just as a man is about to die. Character building must 
be done in this life. We fear that repentance will come to 
the self-indulgent, tainted soul all too late” (Testimonies to 
Ministers, 429, 430).
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A perfect character must be developed now before Jesus comes.

“A character formed according to the divine likeness is the 
only treasure that we can take from this world to the next” 
(Christ’s Object Lessons, 332).

Tragically, the church rejected the great opportunity that God 
brought to us in 1888. We had filled the church with a legalistic 
gospel. In the last century, the church by and large has finally re-
jected the futility of that legalistic gospel only to replace it with 
another gospel, a gospel offering the assurance that we are saved 
in sinning. Sad history proves that we have been in insubordina-
tion to all of God’s directions in the educational system, medical 
missionary work, the publishing, and our evangelism. I know the 
conclusion we will come to will be startling and rejected by many 
leaders and pastors, who will readily admit that there is apostasy 
in the church, but they state “the church is not in apostasy.” Yet if 
we overlay that admission and statement with the facts, following 
them to their conclusion, we do not find leaders nor the General 
Conference in session making the necessary efforts to put down 
the apostasy they admit exists. The inescapable conclusion that any 
honest, logical mind must come to is that the church is in apostasy. 
Insubordination is apostasy.

“Through Humble Instruments—As the time comes for it 
[the message of the third angel] to be given with greatest 
power, the Lord will work through humble instruments, 
leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to 
His service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the 
unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary in-
stitutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained 
to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which 
God gives them. The sins of Babylon will be laid open. 
The fearful results of enforcing the observances of the 
church by civil authority, the inroads of Spiritualism, the 
stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power—all will be 
unmasked. By these solemn warnings the people will be 
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stirred. Thousands upon thousands will listen who have 
never heard words like these” (The Great Controversy, 606 
[1888]; Evangelism, 699, 700).

The following material when read prayerfully and carefully 
will support the statement that the church is now in apostasy. The 
straight testimony must come again to the Seventh-day Adventist 
leaders, pastors, and laity.

“According to the light that God has given me in vision, 
wickedness and deception are increasing among God’s 
people who profess to keep His commandments. Spiritual 
discernment to see sin as it exists, and then to put it out of 
the camp, is decreasing among God’s people; and spiritual 
blindness is fast coming upon them. The straight testimo-
ny must be revived, and it will separate those from Israel 
who have ever been at war with the means that God has 
ordained to keep corruptions out of the church. Wrongs 
must be called wrongs. Grievous sins must be called by 
their right name. All of God’s people should come nearer 
to Him and wash their robes of character in the blood of 
the Lamb. Then will they see sin in the true light and will 
realize how offensive it is in the sight of God. 

“It seemed a small matter to our first parents, when tempt-
ed, to transgress the command of God in one small act and 
eat of a tree that was beautiful to the eye and pleasant to the 
taste. To the transgressors this was but a small act, but it de-
stroyed their allegiance to God and opened a flood of woe 
and guilt which has deluged the world. Who can know, in 
the moment of temptation, the terrible consequences which 
will result from one wrong, hasty step! Our only safety is to 
be shielded by the grace of God every moment, and not put 
out our own spiritual eyesight so that we will call evil, good, 
and good, evil. Without hesitation or argument, we must 
close and guard the avenues of the soul against evil. 
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“It will cost us an effort to secure eternal life. It is only by 
long and persevering effort, sore discipline, and stern con-
flict that we shall be overcomers. But if we patiently and 
determinedly, in the name of the Conqueror who overcame 
in our behalf in the wilderness of temptation, overcome as 
He overcame, we shall have the eternal reward. Our ef-
forts, our self-denial, our perseverance, must be propor-
tionate to the infinite value of the object of which we are 
in pursuit” (Testimonies, vol. 3, 324, 325).

This document is the straight testimony in present truth. The 
true gospel of Jesus Christ is victory over sin by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

“The Christian’s life is not a modification or improvement 
of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death 
to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can 
be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy 
Spirit” (The Desire of Ages, 172).

“By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God 
is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly 
transformed into the likeness of Christ. … Unless the ear-
ly showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring 
no seed to perfection” (Testimonies to Ministers, 506).

The change must be developed in the early rain. When 
the latter rain comes, there is no more opportunity to change 
our characters.

The Sorrow of Minneapolis
For over one hundred years, we have been living under the 

shadow of a very important date, known to most Seventh-day 
Adventists as 1888. This date has generated a debate among schol-
ars and students, leaders and laity. What was this precious mes-
sage God gave to Elders Waggoner and Jones that would have 
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brought down the fourth angel of Revelation 18 to give the loud 
cry? Was this message accepted or rejected by leaders, then pas-
tors, and laity?

Many books have been written on this very important date 
leading us to believe that this message accomplished its purpose, 
and that all is well. If, however, this were true, we should have been 
gone from this world in the early 1890s. For this powerful and dy-
namic message was given by God for one purpose, and that was to 
give the necessary power to the third angel’s message, causing it to 
swell into the loud cry.

The church would have been shaken and purified. The world 
would have been warned. God’s call to come out of Babylon would 
have shaken the other churches. The Seventh-day Adventist 
Church—God’s last-day church—would have been victorious in its 
great commission and Jesus would have come! Then there would 
not have been World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam, 9–11, or the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan; neither would we be faced with the 
possibility of a nuclear third world war, which looms ominously 
on our horizon today.

You say, where is your proof for such a statement? First of all, 
we must see that the leadership at the Minneapolis Conference of 
1888 was given a test. Let us read from inspiration:

“The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the 
third angel has already begun in the revelation of the righ-
teousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is 
the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall 
fill the whole earth” (Selected Messages, book 1, 363).

We must now determine whether we passed or failed that test.
Ellen White, writing in Selected Messages, book 1, 118, and 

Testimonies, vol. 9, 11, stated that this angel’s message would cut 
God’s work short in righteousness, going like fire in the stub-
ble, and that the final movements would be rapid ones. What 
has gone wrong?
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Over three hundred and twenty-five thousand babies are born 
into our world every day, and even though the church has become 
a well-known international organization, with thousands of mis-
sionaries and institutions encircling the globe, producing grandi-
ose statistics, we must confess that we are farther from completing 
the work God commissioned us to do than when we began. We 
are now faced with over 6 billion souls who need the message that 
was given the church in 1888. What is this message Ellen White 
speaks of as “a most precious message” from God? Listen to her as 
she speaks:

“The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious mes-
sage to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. 
This message was to bring more prominently before the 
world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world. It presented justification through faith in the 
Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness 
of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the 
commandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. … 
All power is given into His hands, that He may dispense 
rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless gift of His own 
righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the mes-
sage that God commanded to be given to the world. It is 
the third angel’s message, which is to be proclaimed with a 
loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit 
in a large measure” (Testimonies to Ministers, 91, 92).

Message after message came from her pen, urging our leading 
brethren and pastors to accept the experience of righteousness by 
faith, victory over every sin, through Jesus Christ.

“An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, and 
to accept this truth [that the “law” in Galatians refers to 
the moral law], lay at the foundation of a large share of the 
opposition manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s 
message through Brethren E.J. Waggoner and A.T. Jones. 
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By exciting that opposition Satan succeeded in shutting 
away from our people, in a great measure, the special 
power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to 
them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that ef-
ficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth 
to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of 
Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth with 
its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own breth-
ren has been in a great degree kept away from the world” 
(Selected Messages, book 1, 234, 235, all emphasis supplied 
unless otherwise noted).

Again, we read from a manuscript written during the 
Minneapolis meeting:

“When I have been made to pass over the history of the 
Jewish nation and have seen where they stumbled because 
they did not walk in the light, I have been led to realize 
where we as a people would be led if we refuse the light 
God would give us. Eyes have ye but ye see not; ears, but 
ye hear not. Now, brethren, light has come to us and we 
want to be where we can grasp it. … I see your danger and 
I want to warn you.

“If the ministers will not receive the light [given at the 1888 
Conference], I want to give the people a chance; perhaps 
they may receive it” (The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, 
152, all emphasis supplied unless otherwise noted).

And again: The following quotations from Inspiration will 
help us to see the attitudes of the leaders and their rejection of this 
precious message.

“When the Jews took the first step in the rejection of 
Christ, they took a dangerous step. When afterward 
evidence accumulated that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Messiah, they were too proud to acknowledge that they 
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had erred. … Just like the Jews, they [the brethren] take 
it for granted they have all the truth, and feel a sort of 
contempt for anyone who should suppose they had more 
correct ideas than themselves of what is truth. All the evi-
dence produced they decide shall not weigh a straw with 
them, and they tell others that the doctrine is not true, 
and afterward, when they see as light evidence they were 
so forward to condemn, they have too much pride to say ‘I 
was wrong’; they still cherish doubt and unbelief, and are 
too proud to acknowledge their convictions. …

“It is not wise for one of these young men to commit him-
self to a decision at this meeting, where opposition, rather 
than investigation, is the order of the day” (Ibid., 169, 170, 
all emphasis supplied unless otherwise noted).

“Those to whom Christ has intrusted great light, whom he 
has surrounded with precious opportunities, are in dan-
ger, if they do not walk in this light, of being filled with 
pride of opinion and with self-exaltation as were the Jews” 
(Review and Herald, February 4, 1890).

“We should not be found quibbling, and putting up hooks 
on which to hang our doubts in regard to the light which 
God sends us. When a point of doctrine that you do not 
understand comes to your attention, go to God on your 
knees, that you may understand what is truth, and not be 
found, as were the Jews, fighting against God. … 

“For nearly two years we have been urging the people to 
come up and accept the light and the truth concerning the 
righteousness of Christ, and they do not know whether to 
come and take hold of this precious truth or not” (Ibid., 
March 11, 1890).

“I think that Elder A. T. Jones should attend our large 
camp meetings, and give to our people and to outsiders as 

1888 Message.indd   23 8/15/06   1:52:55 PM



The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers

2�

well the precious subject of faith and the righteousness of 
Christ. There is a flood of light in this subject” (The Ellen 
G. White 1888 Materials, 291).

“I never labored in my life more directly under the con-
trolling influences of the Spirit of God. God gave me meat 
in due season for the people, but they refused it for it did 
not come in just the way and manner they wanted it to 
come. Elders Jones and Waggoner presented precious 
light to the people, but prejudice and unbelief, jealousy 
and evil-surmising barred the door of their hearts that 
nothing from this source should find entrance to their 
hearts” (Ibid., 308, 309).

“O that all who stepped in false paths at that notable meet-
ing at Minneapolis, and have felt the same spirit enfolding 
them about, would let heaven’s light into their souls which 
would give them a true sense of their course of action, 
and their manner of spirit since that time! … Hating Jesus 
Christ in the form of his saints!” (Ibid., 1474, 1475).

“The Lord has been calling his people. In a most marked 
manner he has revealed his divine presence. But the mes-
sage and the messengers have not been received but de-
spised. … In rejecting the message given at Minneapolis, 
men committed sin. They have committed far greater 
sin by retaining for years the same hatred against God’s 
messengers, by rejecting the truth that the Holy Spirit has 
been urging home. … Light from the throne of God has 
been long resisted as an objectionable thing. It has been 
regarded as darkness and spoke of as fanaticism, as some-
thing dangerous, to be shunned” (Ibid., 913, 915).

“No more tender calls, no better opportunities, could be 
given them in order that they might do that which they 
ought to have done at Minneapolis. … The time will come 
when many will be willing to do anything and everything 
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possible in order to have a chance of hearing the call which 
they rejected at Minneapolis” (Ibid., 1030).

“We know that Brother [A.T.] Jones has been giving the 
message for this time—meat in due season for the starv-
ing flock of God. … the heaven-sent message … They [the 
opposers] will be asked in the judgment … When evi-
dence was piled upon evidence, why did you not humble 
your hearts before God, and repent of your rejection of 
the message of mercy He sent you?” (Ibid., 1122, 1126, all 
emphasis supplied unless otherwise noted).

We see, from the foregoing statements, that the angel that was 
to lighten the whole earth with his glory was resisted, and by the ac-
tion of the brethren, kept from the world. Because of the rejection 
by the leadership, Ellen G. White wanted to give the people an 
opportunity to hear it. This desire led her to travel the camp meet-
ing and workers-meeting circuit with Elders Waggoner and Jones, 
standing with them, preaching this precious message of victory 
over sin through the total surrender of the will to the truth of God, 
leading to obedience through faith by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Yes, the angel came down to give power to the third angel’s 
message, but the church was not strengthened. It’s leadership stood 
in the way, eclipsing the needed light of heaven’s message from 
shining on the laity, leaving the church to a great extent, deprived 
of its beauty, blinded and enfeebled by the leadership.

“How long will those at the head of the work keep them-
selves aloof from the message of God?” (Review and 
Herald, March 18, 1890).

“The Lord has shown me that men in responsible posi-
tions are standing directly in the way of His work because 
they think the work must be done and the blessing must 
come in a certain way, and they will not recognize that 
which comes in any other way. My brethren, may the Lord 
place this matter before you as it is. God does not work as 
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men plan, or as they wish; He ‘moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.’ Why reject the Lord’s methods 
of working, because they do not coincide with our ideas? 
God has His appointed channels of light, but these are 
not necessarily the minds of any particular set of men” 
(Testimonies, vol. 5, 726).

And then this statement from the Review and Herald Extra, 
vol. 2, 454:

“In the manifestation of that power which lightens the 
earth with the glory of God, they will see only something 
which in their blindness they think dangerous, something 
which will arouse their fears, and they will brace them-
selves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work accord-
ing to their ideas and expectations, they will oppose the 
work. ‘Why,’ they say, ‘should not we know the Spirit of 
God, when we have been in the work so many years?’—
Because they did not respond to the warnings, the entreat-
ies of the messages of God, but persistently said, ‘I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.’ ”

The problem of resisting the message from God to the church 
is not new to our day; it is as old as the church itself. The church 
has resisted God’s leading and orders most of the time.

“Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take 
counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, 
but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: Now 
go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: That 
this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that 
will not hear the law of the Lord: Which say to the seers, 
See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits” 
(Isaiah 30:1, 8–10).

1888 Message.indd   26 8/15/06   1:52:55 PM



Introduction

2�

“The watchmen are responsible for the condition of the 
people. While you open the door to pride, envy, doubt, and 
other sins, there will be strife, hatred, and every evil work. 
Jesus, the meek and lowly One, asks an entrance as your 
guest; but you are afraid to bid Him enter” (Testimonies, 
vol. 5, 235).

“I appeal to my brethren to wake up. Unless a change takes 
place speedily, I must give the facts to the people; for this 
state of things must change; unconverted men must no 
longer be managers and directors in so important and sa-
cred work. With David we are forced to say, ‘It is time for 
Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy law’ ” 
(Testimonies to Ministers, 373).

Elder A.G. Daniels was at the 1888 meeting, and later, in 
1926, wrote an apology for what had happened, in Christ Our 
Righteousness, 23:

“In 1888 there came to the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
a very definite awakening message. It was designated at 
the time as ‘the message of Righteousness by Faith.’ Both 
the message itself and the manner of its coming made a 
deep and lasting impression upon the minds of ministers 
and people, and the lapse of time has not erased that im-
pression from memory. To this day, many of those who 
heard the message when it came are deeply interested in it 
and concerned regarding it. All these long years they have 
held a firm conviction, and cherished a fond hope, that 
some day this message would be given great prominence 
among us, and that it would do the cleansing, regenerating 
work in the church which they believed it was sent by the 
Lord to accomplish.”

In the light of all this inspired evidence, those who wish to 
continue to write or preach that the message was received and 
experienced in 1888 must now examine the credibility of such 
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pronouncements. Remember, this message was the beginning of 
the loud cry.

In the 1893 General Conference Bulletin, 377, there is an ex-
cerpt from a letter by G. B. Starr, in which he quotes Sister White: 
“Sister White says that we have been in the time of the latter rain 
since the Minneapolis meeting.” Yet today there is no loud cry; no 
latter rain.

What was this precious message that God gave to us through 
Elders Waggoner and Jones? Let us reexamine the description of 
that message as our prophet saw it.

“The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious mes-
sage to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. 
This message was to bring more prominently before the 
world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world. It presented justification through faith in 
the Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteous-
ness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all 
the commandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. 
They needed to have their eyes directed to His divine 
person, His merits, and His changeless love for the hu-
man family. All power is given into His hands, that He 
may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless 
gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human agent. 
This is the message that God commanded to be given to 
the world. It is the third angel’s message, which is to be 
proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the out-
pouring of His Spirit in a large measure” (Testimonies to 
Ministers, 91, 92).

It was to bring the uplifted Saviour more prominently before 
the world. How? 

• By proclaiming the sacrifice that heaven had made to re-
cover the fallen race from sin (through the incarnation of 
the Son of God).

• By the experience of victory over sin and righteous living
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• By presenting justification by faith in its true meaning—vic-
tory over every sin through Jesus, the Lamb slain for us

• By showing that perfect obedience to all the commandments 
of God, by the faith of Jesus, is possible

• By confirming that it was, in verity, the third angel’s message 
that was to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended by 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain.

According to Ellen White, God wanted to accomplish these 
goals for His people with the 1888 message.

Disregarding the Testimonies
The second great problem is the disregard for the Testimonies 

from the Spirit of God.

“If God has given me a message to bear to His people, those 
who would hinder me in the work and lessen the faith of 
the people in its truth are not fighting against the instru-
ment, but against God. ‘It is not the instrument whom you 
slight and insult, but God, who has spoken to you in these 
warnings and reproofs.’ ‘It is hardly possible for men to 
offer a greater insult to God than to despise and reject the 
instrumentalities that He has appointed to lead them.’ It 
is not alone those who openly reject the Testimonies, or 
who cherish doubt concerning them, that are on danger-
ous ground. To disregard light is to reject it” (Testimonies, 
vol. 5, 680).

“Is it so that if, when the Testimonies come to our breth-
ren, they harmonize with their ideas and plans, they are 
confident that they are of God; but that if, when they 
come, they do not harmonize with their cherished plans, 
they regard them as of no special value? If this is so, how 
can the message I bear fulfill the purpose for which it is 
sent? What power to help is there in the message I bear 
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if when leading men receive from me a communication 
that cuts across their plans, they have so little faith in the 
Testimonies as to say that I have been influenced by my 
son or by some member of my family, or by some one else 
high or afar off ” (Battle Creek Letters, 43).

“Men may get up scheme after scheme, and the enemy 
will seek to seduce souls from the truth, but all who be-
lieve that the Lord has spoken through Sister White, and 
has given her a message, will be safe from the many delu-
sions that will come in these last days” (Selected Messages, 
book 3, 83, 84).

The almost total disregard for the Spirit of Prophecy is respon-
sible for the terrible sin problem that exists in our midst today. As 
leaders in the cause of God, we must accept the responsibility for 
this great apostasy that has so insidiously encircled us. Many have 
changed leaders and don’t even know that they have done so.

“What stern truth is here spoken. How many there are 
who boast that they are not in bondage to any one, when 
they are bound to the most cruel of all tyrants. They have 
placed themselves under Satan’s training, and they treat 
God’s people as he directs them to. How many there are 
who hear the word of truth, but hate the message and the 
messenger, because the truth disturbs them in their de-
ceptive practices!

“ ‘I speak that which I have seen with my Father,’ Christ 
continued, ‘and ye do that which ye have seen with your 
father.’ Two classes are plainly brought to view in these 
words—the children of light, who obey the truth, and the 
children of darkness, who reject the truth.

“The forces of the powers of darkness will unite with hu-
man agents who have given themselves unto the control 
of Satan, and the same scenes that were exhibited at the 
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trial, rejection and crucifixion of Christ will be revived. 
Through yielding to satanic influences men will be 
merged into fiends, and those who were created in the im-
age of God, who were formed to honor and glorify their 
Creator, will become the habitation of dragons, and Satan 
will see in an apostate race his masterpiece of evil—men 
who reflect his own image” (The Seventh-day Adventist 
Bible Commentary, vol. 5, 1136).

Where Are The Watchmen?

“But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not 
the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword 
come, and take any person from among them, he is taken 
away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the 
watchman’s hand” (Ezekiel 33:6).

“The watchmen upon the walls of Zion should have been 
the first to catch the tidings of the Saviour’s advent, the first 
to lift their voices to proclaim Him near, the first to warn 
the people to prepare for His coming. But they were at ease, 
dreaming of peace and safety, while the people were asleep 
in their sins. Jesus saw His church, like the barren fig tree, 
covered with pretentious leaves, yet destitute of precious 
fruit. There was a boastful observance of the forms of 
religion, while the spirit of true humility, penitence, and 
faith—which alone could render the service acceptable to 
God—was lacking. … A backsliding church closed their 
eyes to the signs of the times. God did not forsake them 
… but they departed from Him, and separated themselves 
from His love. … 

“Unless the church will follow on in His opening 
providence, accepting every ray of light, performing 
every duty which may be revealed, religion will inevitably 
degenerate into the observance of forms, and the spirit 
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of vital godliness will disappear. This truth has been 
repeatedly illustrated in the history of the church. God 
requires of His people works of faith and obedience 
corresponding to the blessings and privileges bestowed. 
Obedience requires a sacrifice and involves a cross; and 
this is why so many of the professed followers of Christ 
refused to receive the light from heaven, and, like the Jews 
of old, knew not the time of their visitation (Luke 19:44). 
Because of their pride and unbelief the Lord passed them 
by … ” (The Great Controversy, 315, 316).

“The watchmen are responsible for the condition of the 
people” (Testimonies, vol. 5, 235).

“One matter burdens my soul; the great lack of the love of 
God, which has been lost through continued resistance of 
light and truth, and the influence of those who have been 
engaged in active labor, who in the face of evidence piled 
upon evidence, have exerted an influence to counteract the 
message God has sent. I point them to the Jewish nation and 
ask, Must we leave our brethren to pass over the same path 
of blind resistance, till the very end of probation? If ever a 
people needed true and faithful watchmen, who will not 
hold their peace, who will cry day and night, sounding the 
warning God has given, it is the Seventh-day Adventists. 
Those who have had great light, blessed opportunities, 
who like Capernaum have been exalted to heaven in 
point of privileges, shall they, by nonimprovement, be left 
to darkness corresponding to the greatness of the light 
given?” (The Paulson Collection, 349).

“He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou 
what they do? even the great abominations that the house 
of Israel committeth here, that I should go far off from 
my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see 
greater abominations. And he brought me to the door of 
the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. … 
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And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked 
abominations that they do here. So I went in and saw; and 
behold every form of creeping things, and abominable 
beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed 
upon the wall round about. … 

“Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what 
the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every 
man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The 
Lord seeth us not; the Lord hath forsaken the earth. He 
said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see 
greater abominations that they do. … 

“And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord’s 
house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the Lord, 
between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty 
men, with their backs toward the temple of the Lord, and 
their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun 
toward the east. … 

“Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, 
neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears 
with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them” (Ezekiel 8:6–10, 
12, 13, 16, 18).

Let us remember that Ezekiel chapter 8 is the introduction 
to the sealing of chapter 9. Ellen White clarifies this passage by 
stating that the sanctuary is the church, and that the ancient men 
are Seventh-day Adventist ministers. (See Testimonies, vol. 5, 211; 
vol. 3, 266, 267.)

The leaders of the ancient church would not accept instruc-
tion from the prophets through the Spirit of Prophecy.

“And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his 
messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he 
had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place: 
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his 
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words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy” 
(2 Chronicles 36:15, 16).

Listen to God’s message to us today:

“In the parable of the vineyard it was the husbandmen 
whom Christ pronounced guilty. It was they who had 
refused to return to their lord the fruit of his ground. In 
the Jewish nation it was the priests and teachers who, by 
misleading the people, had robbed God of the service 
which He claimed. It was they who turned the nation away 
from Christ.

“The law of God unmixed with human tradition was 
presented by Christ as the great standard of obedience. 
This aroused the enmity of the rabbis. They had set 
human teaching above God’s word, and had turned the 
people away from His precepts. They would not give 
up their man-made commandments in order to obey 
the requirements of the word of God. They would not, 
for the truth’s sake, sacrifice the pride of reason and the 
praise of men. When Christ came, presenting to the 
nation the claims of God, the priests and elders denied 
His right to interpose between them and the people. They 
would not accept His rebukes and warnings, and they set 
themselves to turn the people against Him and to compass 
His destruction.

“For the rejection of Christ, with the results that followed, 
they were responsible. A nation’s sin and a nation’s ruin 
were due to the religious leaders.

“In our day are not the same influences at work? Of the 
husbandmen of the Lord’s vineyard are not many following 
in the steps of the Jewish leaders? Are not religious teachers 
turning men away from the plain requirements of the 
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word of God? Instead of educating them in obedience to 
God’s law, are they not educating them in transgression?” 
(Christ’s Object Lessons, 304, 305).

“The Jews perished as a nation because they were drawn 
from the truth of the Bible by their rulers, priests, and 
elders. Had they heeded the lessons of Jesus, and searched 
the Scriptures for themselves, they would not have 
perished” (Testimonies to Ministers, 109).

“As for my people, children are their oppressors, and 
women rule over them. O my people, they which lead 
thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths” 
(Isaiah 3:12).

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).

“Let a church become proud and boastful, not depending 
on God, not exalting His power, and that church will 
surely be left by the Lord, to be brought down to the 
ground. Let a people glory in wealth, intellect, knowledge, 
or in anything but Christ, and they will soon be brought to 
confusion” (Testimonies, vol. 8, 127).

“There is great similarity between our history and that of 
the children of Israel. God led His people from Egypt into 
the wilderness, where they could keep His law and obey 
His voice. The Egyptians, who had no regard for the Lord, 
were encamped close by them; yet what was to the Israelites 
a great flood of light, illuminating the whole camp, and 
shedding brightness upon the path before them, was to 
the hosts of Pharaoh a wall of clouds, making blacker the 
darkness of night.

“So, at this time, there is a people whom God has made 
the depositaries of His law. To those who obey them, the 
commandments of God are as a pillar of fire, lighting and 
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leading the way to eternal salvation. But unto those who 
disregard them, they are as the clouds of night. ‘The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.’ Better than all 
other knowledge is an understanding of the word of God. 
In keeping His commandments there is great reward, 
and no earthly inducement should cause the Christian to 
waver for a moment in his allegiance. Riches, honor, and 
worldly pomp are but as dross that shall perish before the 
fire of God’s wrath” (Ibid., vol. 4, 27).

“The important movements of the present have their 
parallel in those of the past, and the experience of the 
church in former ages has lessons of great value for our 
own time” (The Great Controversy, 343).

If, then, the Seventh-day Adventist Church is duplicating the 
history of ancient Israel, what can we expect?

“Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by 
day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for 
a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves 
thereof roar; The Lord of hosts is his name: If those 
ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the 
seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before 
me for ever. Thus saith the Lord; If heaven above can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out 
beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that 
they have done, saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:35–37).

“These words the Jews applied to themselves. And 
because God had shown them so great favor and mercy, 
they flattered themselves that, notwithstanding their sins 
and iniquities, he would still retain them as his favored 
people, and shower especial blessings upon them. … 
This has been the danger of the people of God in all ages; 
and especially is this the danger of those living near the 
close of time. We are cited by the apostle to the unbelief, 
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blindness, rebellion, and repeated sins of the Hebrews, 
as a warning. Paul plainly states that ‘all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples; and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come.’ If, in these last days of peril, for the encouragement 
of persons in responsible positions, God in mercy gives 
them a testimony of favor, they frequently become lifted 
up, and lose sight of their frailties and weaknesses, and 
rely upon their own judgment, flattering themselves that 
God cannot accomplish his work without their especial 
aid. They trust in their own wisdom; and the Lord permits 
them, for a time, to apparently prosper, to reveal the 
weakness and folly of the natural heart. But the Lord will, 
in his own time, and in his own way, bring down the pride 
and folly of these deceived ones, and show to them their 
true condition. If they will accept the humiliation, and by 
confession and sincere repentance, turn unto the Lord, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God, he will renew his 
love to them. But if they shut their eyes to their own sins, 
as did the Jews, and choose their own ways, the Lord will 
give them up to blindness of mind, and hardness of heart, 
that they cannot discern the things of the Spirit of God.

“God cannot do much for man, because he misinterprets 
his blessings, and concludes that he is favored on account 
of some goodness in himself. It is not safe to speak in the 
praise of mortals; for they cannot bear it. Satan has the 
special work to do of flattering poor souls, and he needs 
not the help of the Lord’s servants in this matter” (The 
Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 2, 52, 53).

Let us remember that God has declared that the Jewish church 
would remain as long as the sun, moon and stars. These ordi-
nances, as the heavenly bodies are called by God, are still there; 
but the Jewish church was cast aside by God in a.d. 34. All the 
promises of God are conditional on obedience to all of God’s 
commandments.
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“It should be remembered that the promises and the 
threatenings of God are alike conditional” (Evangelism, 695).

Note the instruction of the Spirit of the Lord through His ser-
vants to Kings Solomon, Asa and to all His people. This would 
include us whom God has favored with such great light. 

 “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of 
thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake 
him, he will cast thee off for ever” (1 Chronicles 28:9). 

 “And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear 
ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The Lord is with 
you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be 
found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you” 
(2 Chronicles 15:2). 

“Certain conditions are to be complied with on the part 
of man, and if he refuses to comply with the conditions, 
he cannot become the elect of God” (Selected Messages, 
book 3, 315).

When we as Adventists see that we are worse than they were 
because of our “greater light” (see Testimonies, vol. 1, 129), can we 
say that God will not treat us as He did the Jewish church, if we do 
not repent? The prophet describes our condition today:

“Ministers and people are unprepared for the time in 
which they live, and nearly all who profess to believe 
present truth are unprepared to understand the work of 
preparation for this time. In their present state of worldly 
ambition, with their lack of consecration to God, their 
devotion to self, they are wholly unfitted to receive the 
latter rain and, having done all, to stand against the wrath 
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of Satan, who by his inventions would cause them to make 
shipwreck of faith, fastening upon them some pleasing 
self-deception. They think they are all right when they are 
all wrong” (Testimonies, vol. 1, 466).

Signs Of The End And The Close Of Probation For The Church 
And For The World

“We are standing upon the threshold of great and solemn 
events. Prophecies are fulfilling. Strange, eventful history 
is being recorded in the books of heaven. Everything in 
our world is in agitation. There are wars and rumors of 
wars. The nations are angry, and the time of the dead has 
come, that they should be judged. Events are changing to 
bring about the day of God, which hasteth greatly. Only 
a moment of time, as it were, yet remains. But while 
already nation is rising against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, there is not now a general engagement. 
As yet the four winds are held until the servants of God 
shall be sealed in their foreheads. Then the powers of 
earth will marshal their forces for the last great battle” 
(Testimonies, vol. 6, 14).

“The world is a theater; the actors, its inhabitants, are 
preparing to act their part in the last great drama. With 
the great masses of mankind there is no unity, except as 
men confederate to accomplish their selfish purposes. 
God is looking on. His purposes in regard to His rebellious 
subjects will be fulfilled. The world has not been given into 
the hands of men, though God is permitting the elements 
of confusion and disorder to bear sway for a season. A 
power from beneath is working to bring about the last 
great scenes in the drama—Satan coming as Christ, and 
working with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in 
those who are binding themselves together in secret 
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societies. Those who are yielding to the passion for 
confederation are working out the plans of the enemy. The 
cause will be followed by the effect.

“Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills 
the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human 
beings. The end is very near. We who know the truth 
should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the 
world as an overwhelming surprise” (Ibid., vol. 8, 27, 28).

“My heart is filled with anguish when I think of the tame 
messages borne by some of our ministers, when they have a 
message of life and death to bear. The ministers are asleep; 
the lay members are asleep; and a world is perishing in sin. 
May God help His people to arouse and walk and work 
as men and women on the borders of the eternal world. 
Soon an awful surprise is coming upon the inhabitants of 
the world. Suddenly, with power and great glory, Christ 
will come. Then there will be no time to prepare to meet 
Him. Now is the time for us to give the warning message 
(Ibid., vol. 8, 37).

The second beast of Revelation 13 is America. It now stands in 
a position to enforce the image to the first beast of Revelation 13, 
which is the Papacy. Sunday laws are hanging ominously over the 
horizon of our world and our church. Satan’s personation of Jesus 
Christ revealed in The Great Controversy, 624, will occur simulta-
neously when the Sunday laws go into effect.

The 1888 Message came just before a national Sunday law (the 
Blair bill) was before the 50th Congress 1st Session} S. 2983. The 
1888 Message was to prepare a people to stand in the righteousness 
of Christ against the onslaught of Satan. And in Christ’s righteous-
ness, give the loud cry message to this perishing world. Within the 
message of 1888 was the grace God’s people have needed to see 
the fulfillment of Romans 16:20 and bring a victorious end to the 
Great Controversy between Christ (and His people) and Satan. 
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“And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Amen (Romans 16:20).

God’s power is still in the true 1888 Message, and when re-
ceived, we will bear the fruit the Christlike character the Lord is 
waiting to see. The proof it has been rejected is in the fact that we 
are still in this world. Today, we have either studied indifference 
or looked to committees to interpret the message for us. Because 
of this, the church is in no way more prepared for the crisis than 
when the message was first rejected in Minneapolis.

The conclusion of this booklet tells us that the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church today is in a great apostasy—insubordination to 
all the directions that God has given to us in Christian education, 
medical missionary work, publishing, and evangelism.

We have used man’s wisdom instead of God’s inspired direc-
tions. Therefore, spiritual blindness has come upon the pastors 
and laity. God gave Ellen White inspired testimony of the condi-
tion of the church in the final generation. We are told in Selected 
Messages, book 1, 406, that the same trials, positions and attitudes, 
and experiences that came to the church in Christ’s day will be 
repeated in our day.

“The remnant church is called to go through an experience 
similar to that of the Jews; and the True Witness, who 
walks up and down in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks, has a solemn message to bear to His people. 
He says, ‘I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou repent’ (Revelation 2:4, 5). 
The love of God has been waning in the church, and as a 
result, the love of self has sprung up into new activity. With 
the loss of love for God there has come the loss of love 
for the brethren. The church may meet all the description 
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that is given of the Ephesian church, and yet fail in vital 
godliness. Of them Jesus said, ‘I know thy works, and thy 
labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear 
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say 
they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 
and hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake 
hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless I have 
somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love’ 
[Revelation 2:2–4]” (Selected Messages, book 1, 387, 388).

God charges the leaders, and pastors, and lay leaders of this 
church with insubordination to God’s commands.

Insubordination to God’s commandments—inspired testimo-
ny in the Seventh-day Adventist Church—is responsible for the 
long delay (See Testimonies, vol. 2, 193, 194):

“I saw that watch after watch was in the past. Because of 
this, should there be a lack of vigilance? Oh, no! There is 
the greater necessity of unceasing watchfulness, for now 
the moments are fewer than before the passing of the first 
watch. Now the period of waiting is necessarily shorter 
than at first. If we watched with unabated vigilance 
then, how much more need of double watchfulness in 
the second watch. The passing of the second watch has 
brought us to the third, and now it is inexcusable to abate 
our watchfulness. The third watch calls for threefold 
earnestness. To become impatient now would be to lose 
all our earnest, persevering watching heretofore. The long 
night of gloom is trying; but the morning is deferred in 
mercy, because if the Master should come, so many would 
be found unready. God’s unwillingness to have His people 
perish has been the reason for so long delay. But the 
coming of the morning to the faithful, and of the night to 
the unfaithful, is right upon us. By waiting and watching, 
God’s people are to manifest their peculiar character, 
their separation from the world. By our watching position 
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we are to show that we are truly strangers and pilgrims 
upon the earth. The difference between those who love 
the world and those who love Christ is so plain as to be 
unmistakable. While worldlings are all earnestness and 
ambition to secure earthly treasure, God’s people are 
not conformed to the world, but show by their earnest, 
watching, waiting position that they are transformed; that 
their home is not in this world, but that they are seeking a 
better country, even a heavenly.”

“Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, 
held fast their faith and followed on unitedly in the 
opening providence of God, receiving the message of the 
third angel and in the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming 
it to the world, they would have seen the salvation of God, 
the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts, 
the work would have been completed, and Christ would 
have come ere this to receive His people to their reward. 
But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed 
the disappointment, many of the advent believers yielded 
their faith. … Thus the work was hindered, and the world 
was left in darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united 
upon the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, 
how widely different would have been our history!” 
(Evangelism, 695, 696).

The Three Angels’ Messages Revelation 14:6–12
The fourth angel’s message of Revelation 18 came down to the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1888.

“The Beginning of the Loud Cry

“Let every one who claims to believe that the Lord is soon 
coming, search the Scriptures as never before; for Satan is 
determined to try every device possible to keep souls in 
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darkness, and blind the mind to the perils of the times in 
which we are living. Let every believer take up his Bible 
with earnest prayer, that he may be enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit as to what is truth, that he may know more 
of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent. Search 
for the truth as for hidden treasures, and disappoint the 
enemy. The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry 
of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of 
the righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. 
This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory 
shall fill the whole earth. For it is the work of every one 
to whom the message of warning has come, to lift up 
Jesus, to present Him to the world as revealed in types, 
as shadowed in symbols, as manifested in the revelations 
of the prophets, as unveiled in the lessons given to His 
disciples and in the wonderful miracles wrought for the 
sons of men. Search the Scriptures; for they are they that 
testify of Him” (Selected Messages, book 1, 362, 363).

The rejection of the 1888 message, which is the first angel’s 
message, was rejected by the leaders in 1888.

The conclusion of this document; all must see that the sanctu-
ary message and the three angels’ messages, and the fourth angel’s 
message has been rejected.

“An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, 
and to accept this truth, lay at the foundation of a large 
share of the opposition manifested at Minneapolis against 
the Lord’s message through Brethren E.J. Waggoner and 
A.T. Jones. By exciting that opposition Satan succeeded 
in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, the 
special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart 
to them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining that 
efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the 
truth to the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the 
day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole 
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earth with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our 
own brethren has been in a great degree kept away from 
the world” (Selected Messages, book 1, 234, 235).

These messages have separated the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church from the Evangelical world and its worldliness, but Satan 
has gradually and persistently inspired our leaders, pastors, and 
laity to embrace another gospel, a gospel of saved in sinning. Is this 
not the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which Christ so unsparingly 
condemns? From our pulpits we do not hear the old Adventist 
doctrines, but more and more of Satan’s doctrine—saved in sin-
ning and not overcoming all sin by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
And it can not entirely be laid at the feet of the leaders, as to a 
great degree, this is what the people want to hear. They want to 
be comforted with assurances while they sin. Those who offer no 
such assurances are condemned as unloving or unchristlike. This 
attitude was forseen by the prophet Ezekiel as well as how God will 
take this matter into His Own hands. 

“Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous 
sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his 
wicked way, by promising him life: Therefore ye shall see 
no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver 
my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord” (Ezekiel 13:22, 23). 

There Will Soon Be An Awakening That Will Surprise Many

“We are made sad as we see in many places so much left 
undone that should be done. But the Lord will use in the 
accomplishment of His work means that we do not now 
see. He will raise up from among the common people, 
men and women to do His work, even as of old He 
called fishermen to be His disciples. There will soon be 
an awakening that will surprise many. Those who do not 

1888 Message.indd   45 8/15/06   1:52:59 PM



The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers

��

realize the necessity of what is to be done, will be passed 
by, and the heavenly messengers will work with those who 
are called the common people, fitting them to carry the 
truth to many places. Now is the time for us to awake and 
do what we can” (Loma Linda Messages, 83. See Counsels 
on Health, 395).

God is preparing in the laity of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church a ministry that will take the three angels’ messages to the 
world. God has some like Nicodemus in the leadership and pastors 
that will join the great final movement. The fourth angel joins the 
third angel’s message and swells it to a loud cry. The Seventh-day 
Adventist Church will be shaken and purified, and the warning 
message of the third angel will be given under much persecution 
and trouble. 

The united power of the first and second beasts of Revelation 
13 are preparing to enforce Sunday laws while Satan is preparing 
to personate Christ (see The Great Controversy 624). These events 
will bring this world into the little time of trouble before proba-
tion closes, and the great time of trouble will end for the 144,000 
saints who have proved by the power of the Holy Spirit that they 
can overcome all sin and temptation, and respond to life’s situa-
tions just like Jesus did. They are Jesus’ greatest witnesses through-
out eternity. This perfection of Christ’s character in the Spirit of 
holiness will be manifested in perfect law keeping. They are the 
Enoch’s of the final generation.

The 144,000 are the only ones to pass through Jacob’s trouble 
without an intercessor (See Early Writings, 48; The Desire of Ages, 
324; The Great Controversy, 625).

“To the Little Flock

“Dear Brethren: The Lord gave me a view, January 26, 
1850, which I will relate. I saw that some of the people of 
God are stupid and dormant and but half awake; they do 
not realize the time we are now living in, and that the man 
with the ‘dirt brush’ [SEE ‘WILLIAM MILLER’S DREAM,’ 
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PAGE 81] has entered, and that some are in danger of being 
swept away. I begged of Jesus to save them, to spare them a 
little longer, and let them see their awful danger, that they 
might get ready before it should be forever too late.

The angel said, ‘Destruction is coming like a mighty 
whirlwind.’ I begged of the angel to pity and to save 
those who loved this world, who were attached to their 
possessions and were not willing to cut loose from them 
and sacrifice to speed the messengers on their way to feed 
the hungry sheep who were perishing for want of spiritual 
food” (Early Writings, 48, 49).

“When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power 
takes possession of the new heart. A change is wrought 
which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a 
supernatural work, bringing a supernatural element into 
human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes 
His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, 
and He intends that no authority shall be known in it but 
His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly 
agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan. But unless 
we do yield ourselves to the control of Christ, we shall 
be dominated by the wicked one. We must inevitably be 
under the control of the one or the other of the two great 
powers that are contending for the supremacy of the world. 
It is not necessary for us deliberately to choose the service 
of the kingdom of darkness in order to come under its 
dominion. We have only to neglect to ally ourselves with 
the kingdom of light. If we do not co-operate with the 
heavenly agencies, Satan will take possession of the heart, 
and will make it his abiding place. The only defense against 
evil is the indwelling of Christ in the heart through faith 
in His righteousness. Unless we become vitally connected 
with God, we can never resist the unhallowed effects of 
self-love, self-indulgence, and temptation to sin. We 
may leave off many bad habits, for the time we may part 

1888 Message.indd   47 8/15/06   1:53:00 PM



The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers

��

company with Satan; but without a vital connection with 
God, through the surrender of ourselves to Him moment 
by moment, we shall be overcome. Without a personal 
acquaintance with Christ, and a continual communion, 
we are at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his bidding 
in the end” (The Desire of Ages, 324).

The 1888 message given by Waggoner and Jones, and support-
ed by our prophet Ellen White, was presented to the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, its leaders, its pastors, its lay leaders, and its 
laity. A marvelous opportunity was given to us to bring the great 
controversy to its completion, but we have chosen man’s way in-
stead of God’s way, and it is the cause of the great delay, the coming 
of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. And as a result, many have adopted 
the gospel, saved in sinning and not overcoming sin and tempta-
tion. The spiritual blindness presented in the Laodicean message of 
Revelation 3:14–20, has brought us into the experience of wretch-
edness and spiritual blindness. The present crisis in the remnant 
church is now before us. Our only hope now for God’s people, is to 
repent or be spewed out of the mouth of God and the judgment of 
the living soon to come.

This great warning, what I suggest to the Seventh-day Adventist 
leaders, Seventh-day Adventist pastors, and Seventh-day Adventist 
laity, is found in these inspired quotations and Scripture:

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

“And only those who live the life of Christ are His co-
workers. If one sin is cherished in the soul, or one 
wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being 
is contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of 
unrighteousness” (The Desire of Ages, 313).

“Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, 
persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the 
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power of the gospel. Every sinful indulgence strengthens 
the soul’s aversion to God” (Steps to Christ, 34).

“Only those who have been diligent students of the 
Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth 
will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the 
world captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the 
deceiver in his disguise. To all the testing time will come. 
By the sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will be 
revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly established 
upon His word that they would not yield to the evidence 
of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the 
Bible and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent 
them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He 
will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle 
them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, 
wearisome burden, that their hearts may be overcharged 
with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come 
upon them as a thief ” (The Great Controversy, 625, 626).

In this booklet we have examined the matchless love of God 
(in the 1888 Message) and the tragic history of His Remnant 
Church in rejection of the things which belong to our peace (i.e. 
the righteous character of Christ), which may be ours if we will 
enter in to that experience by faith. Soon these things may be hid 
from our eyes as surely as they were from Israel with the rejec-
tion that closed their national probation. Like ancient Israel, (see 
songs of the vineyard (Isaiah 5:1–7; 27:1–6) we as a church and 
as individuals have but two possible futures ahead of us. One that 
involves being trodden down, receiving neither dew nor rain from 
the Lord, or we can take hold of His strength and fill the face of the 
earth with fruit. Which experience will you enter into? 

“The time is nearing when the great crisis in the history of the 
world [The Sunday Law] will have come, when every movement in 
the government of God will be watched with intense interest and 
inexpressible apprehension. … 
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Oh, that the people might know the time of their visitation! 
There are many who have not yet heard the testing truth for this 
time. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The 
time of God’s destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those 
who have had no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will 
the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand 
is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who 
would not enter. 

The mercy of God is shown in His long forbearance. He is 
holding back His judgments, waiting for the message of warning 
to be sounded to all. Oh, if our people would feel as they should 
the responsibility resting upon them to give the last message of 
mercy to the world, what a wonderful work would be done!” 
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F or nearly one hundred years now, we have been living 
under the shadow of a very important date, known to 
most Seventh-day Adventists as 1888. This date has gen-

erated a debate among scholars and students, leaders and laity. 
What was this precious message God gave to Elders Waggoner and 
Jones that brought down the fourth angel of Revelation 18 to give 
the loud cry? Was this message accepted or rejected by leaders, 
pastors, and laity?

Many books have been written on this very important date 
leading us to believe that this message accomplished its purpose, 
and that all is well. If, however, this were true, we should have been 
gone from this world in the early 1890s. For this powerful and dy-
namic message was given by God for one purpose, and ,:that was 
to give the necessary power to the third angel’s message, causing it 
to swell into the loud cry.

The church would have been shaken and purified. The world 
would have been warned. God’s call to come out of Babylon 
would have shaken the other churches. The Seventh-day Adventist 
Church—God’s last-day church—would have been victorious in its 
great commission and Jesus would have come. Then there would 
not have been World Wars I and II, Korea, or Vietnam; neither 
would we be faced with the possibility of a nuclear third world war, 
which looms ominously on our horizon today.

You say, Where is your proof for such a statement? First of all, 
we must see that the leadership at the Minneapolis Conference of 

The Rejection of the 1888 Message 
and Its Messengers

1888 Message.indd   51 8/15/06   1:53:00 PM



The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers

�2

1888 were given a test. Let us read from inspiration: “The time 
of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has al-
ready begun in the revelation of the righteousness of Christ, the 
sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the light of the 
angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth” (Selected Messages, 
book 1, 363).

We must now determine whether we passed or failed 
that test.

Ellen White, writing in Selected Messages, book 1, 118, and 
Testimonies, vol. 9, 11, stated that this angel’s message would cut 
God’s work short in righteousness, going like fire in the stubble, 
and that the final movements would be rapid ones. What has 
gone wrong?

Three hundred and twenty-five thousand babies are born into 
our world every day, and even though the church has become a 
well-known international organization, with thousands of mis-
sionaries and institutions encircling the globe, producing gran-
diose statistics, we must confess that we are farther from complet-
ing the work God commissioned us to do than when we began. We 
are now faced with nearly five billion souls who need the message 
that was given the church in 1888.

What is this message Ellen White speaks of as “a most precious 
message” from God? Listen to her as she speaks: “The Lord in His 
great mercy sent a most precious message to His people through 
Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring more 
prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. It presented justification through 
faith in the Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteous-
ness of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the com-
mandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. They needed 
to have their eyes directed to His divine person, His merits, and 
His changeless love for the human family. All power is given into 
His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting 
the priceless gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human 
agent. This is the message that God commanded to be given to the 
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world. It is the third angel’s message, which is to be proclaimed 
with a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit 
in a large measure” (Testimonies to Ministers, 91, 92).

Message after message came from her pen, urging our leading 
brethren and pastors to accept the experience of righteousness by 
faith, victory over every sin, through Jesus Christ. Listen to this 
comment: “An unwillingness to yield up preconceived opinions, 
and to accept this truth [that the “law” in Galatians refers to the 
moral law], lay at the foundation of a large share of the opposition 
manifested at Minneapolis against the Lord’s message through 
Brethren Waggoner and Jones. By exciting that opposition Satan 
succeeded in shutting away from our people, in a great measure, 
the special power of the Holy Spirit that God longed to impart to 
them. The enemy prevented them from obtaining the efficiency 
which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to the world, 
as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light 
that is to lighten the whole earth with its glory was resisted, and 
by the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree kept 
away from the world” (June 8, 1896, Selected Messages, book 1, 
234, 235).

Again, we read from a manuscript written during the Min-
neapolis meeting (Manuscript 9, 1888; talk given October 24, 
1888; A. V. Olson, Through Crisis to Victory, 292): “When I have 
been made to pass over the history of the Jewish nation and have 
seen where they stumbled because they did not walk in the light, 
I have been led to realize where we as a people would be led if we 
refuse the light God would give us. Eyes have ye but ye see not; 
ears, but ye hear not. Now, brethren, light has come to us and we 
want to be where we can grasp it. … I see your danger and I want 
to warn you.

“If the ministers will not receive the light [spoken at the 
1888 Conference itself], I want to give the people a chance; 
perhaps they will receive it.”
And again: The following quotations from inspiration will 

help us to see the attitudes of the leaders and their rejection of this 
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precious message. “When the Jews took the first step in the rejec-
tion of Christ, they took a dangerous step. When afterward evi-
dence accumulated that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, they 
were too proud to acknowledge that they had erred. … Just like the 
Jews, they [the brethren] take it for granted they have all the truth, 
and feel a sort of contempt for anyone who should suppose they 
had more correct ideas than themselves of what is truth. All the 
evidence produced they decide shall not weigh a straw with them, 
and they tell others that the doctrine is not true, and afterward, 
when they see as light evidence they were so forward to condemn, 
they have too much pride to say `I was wrong’; they still cherish 
doubt and unbelief, and are too proud to acknowledge their con-
victions. …

“It is not wise for one of these young men to commit 
himself to a decision at this meeting, where opposition, 
rather than investigation, is the order of the day” (Olson, 
Ibid., 300, 301).

“Those to whom Christ has entrusted great light, whom 
He has surrounded with precious opportunities, are in 
danger, if they do not walk in this light, of being filled with 
pride of opinion and with self-exaltation as were the Jews” 
(Review and Herald, February 4, 1890).

“We should not be found quibbling, and putting up hooks 
on which to hang our doubts in regard to the light which 
God sends us. When a point of doctrine that you do not 
understand comes to your attention, go to God on your 
knees, that you may understand what is truth, and not be 
found as were the Jews, fighting against God. …

“For nearly two years we have been urging the people to 
come up and accept the light and the truth concerning the 
righteousness of Christ, and they do not know whether to 
come and take hold of this precious truth or not” (Ibid., 
March 11, 1890).
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“I think that Elder A. T. Jones should attend our large camp 
meetings and give to our people and to outsiders as well, the 
precious subject of faith and the righteousness of Christ. 
There is a flood of light in this subject” (Letter 1, 1889).

“I have never labored in life more directly under the 
controlling influences of the Spirit of God. God gave me 
meat in due season for the people, but they refused it, for 
it did not come in just the way and manner they wanted 
it to come. Elders Jones and Waggoner presented precious 
light to the people, but prejudice and unbelief, jealousy 
and evil-surmising barred the door of their hearts that 
nothing from this source should find entrance to their 
hearts” (Letter 14, 1889).

“Oh, that all that stepped in false paths at that notable 
meeting at Minneapolis, and have felt the same spirit 
enfolding them about, would let Heaven’s light enter their 
souls. … Hating Jesus Christ in the form of His saints! Oh, 
how will God reveal this whole business in a place where 
they have never looked upon it!” (Letter 13, 1895).

“The Lord has been calling His people. In a most 
marvelous manner He has revealed His divine presence. 
But the message and the messengers have not been 
received but despised. … In rejecting the message given at 
Minneapolis, men committed sin. They have committed 
far greater sin by retaining for years the same hatred 
against God’s messengers, by rejecting the truth that the 
Holy Spirit has been urging home. … Light from the 
throne of God has been long resisted as an objectionable 
thing. It has been regarded as darkness, and spoken of 
as fanaticism, as something dangerous to be shunned” 
(Manuscript 30, 1890).

“No more tender calls, no better opportunities could be 
given them in order that they might do that which they 
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ought to have done in Minneapolis. … The time will come 
when they will be willing to do anything and everything 
possible in order to have a chance of hearing the call which 
they rejected in Minneapolis.” (Letter O, 19, 1892). “We 
know that Brother (A.T.) Jones has been giving the message 
for this time, meat in due season to the starving flock of 
God, … the heaven-sent message. … They [the opposers] 
will be asked in the judgment `When the evidence was 
piled upon evidence, why did you not humble your hearts 
before God, and repent of your rejection of the message of 
mercy I sent to you?’ ” (Letter, January 9, 1893).

We see, from the foregoing statements, that the light that was 
to lighten the whole earth with His glory was resisted, and by the 
action of the brethren kept from the world. Because of the rejection 
by the leadership, she wanted to give the people an opportunity to 
hear it. This led her to travel the camp-meeting and workers-meet-
ing circuit with Elders Waggoner and Jones, standing with them, 
preaching this precious message of victory over sin, through the 
total surrender of the will to the truth of God, leading to obedience 
through faith, by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Yes, the angel came down to give power to the third angel’s 
message, but the church was impotent; the leadership was stand-
ing in the way, and the laity were to a great extent, deprived of its 
beauty, blinded by the leadership.

“How long will those at the head of the work keep 
themselves aloof from the message of God?” (Review and 
Herald, March 18, 1890).

“The Lord has shown me that men in responsible positions 
are standing directly in the way of His work because they think the 
work must be done and the blessing must come in a certain way, 
and they will not recognize that which comes in any other way. My 
brethren, may the Lord place this matter before you as it is. God 
does not work as men plan, or as they wish; He `moves in a myste-
rious way His wonders to perform.’ Why reject the Lord’s methods 
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of working, because they do not coincide with our ideas? God has 
His appointed channels of light, but these are not necessarily the 
minds of any particular set of men” (Testimonies, vol. 5, 726).

And then this statement from the Review and Herald Extra, 
December 23, 1890, “In the manifestation of that power which 
lightens the earth with the glory of God, they see only something 
which in their blindness they think dangerous, something which 
will arouse their fears, and they will brace themselves to resist it. 
Because the Lord does not work according to their ideas and ex-
pectations, they will oppose the work. ‘Why,’ they say, `should not 
we know the Spirit of God, when we have been in the work so 
many years?’—Because they did not respond to the warnings, the 
entreaties of the messages of God, but persistently said, `I am rich, 
and increased in goods, and have need of nothing.’ ”

The problem of resisting the messages from God to the church 
are not new to our day; they are as old as the church itself. The 
church has resisted God’s leading and orders most of the time. 
“This is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not 
hear the law of the Lord: which say to the seers, See not; and to the 
prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth 
things, prophesy deceits” (Isaiah 30:9, 10).

“The watchmen are responsible for the condition of the 
people. While you open the door to pride, envy, doubt, and 
other sins, there will be strife, hatred, and every evil work. 
Jesus, the meek and lowly One, asks an entrance as your 
guest; but you are afraid to bid Him enter” (Testimonies, 
vol. 5, 235)

“I appeal to my brethren to wake up. Unless a change takes 
place speedily, I must give the facts to the people; for this 
state of things must change; unconverted men must no 
longer be managers and directors in so important and 
sacred work. With David we are forced to say, `It is time 
for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy law.’ ” 
(Testimonies to Ministers, 373)
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Elder A.G. Daniels was at the 1888 meeting, and later, in 
1926, wrote an apology for what had happened, in Christ our 
Righteousness, 23. “In 1888 there came to the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church a very definite awakening message. It was designated at 
the time as `the message of Righteousness by Faith.’ Both the mes-
sage itself and the manner of its coming made a deep and lasting 
impression upon the minds of ministers and people, and the lapse 
of time has not erased that impression from memory. To this day, 
many of those who heard the message when it came are deeply in-
terested in it and concerned regarding it. All these long years they 
have held a firm conviction, and cherished a fond hope, that some 
day this message would be given great prominence among us, and 
that it would do the cleansing, regenerating work in the church 
which they believed it was sent by the Lord to accomplish.”

In the light of all this inspired evidence, those who wish to contin-
ue to write or preach that the message was received and experienced 
in 1888, must now examine the credibility of such pronouncements. 
Remember, this message was the beginning of the loud cry.

In the 1893 General Conference Bulletin, 377, there is an ex-
cerpt from a letter by G. B. Starr, in which he quotes Sister White: 
“Sister White says that we have been in the time of the latter rain 
since the Minneapolis meeting.” Yet today there is no loud cry; no 
latter rain.

What was this precious message that God gave to Elders 
Waggoner and Jones? Let us examine the statements of our 
prophet.

“The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message 
to His people through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This 
message was to bring more prominently before the world 
the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. It presented justification through faith in the 
Surety; it invited the people to receive the righteousness 
of Christ, which is made manifest in obedience to all the 
commandments of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. They 
needed to have their eyes directed to His divine person, 
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His merits, and His changeless love for the human family. 
All power is given into His hands, that He may dispense 
rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless gift of His 
own righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the 
message that God commanded to be given to the world. It 
is the third angel’s message, which is to be proclaimed with 
a loud voice, and attended with the outpouring of His Spirit 
in a large measure” (Testimonies to Ministers, 91, 92).
1. It was to bring more prominently the uplifted Saviour be-

fore the world. How? By the experience of victory over sin 
and righteous living.

2. The sacrifice that heaven had made to recover the fallen 
race from sin. (The incarnation of the Son of God)

3. It presented justification by faith in its true meaning-victory 
over every sin through Jesus, the Lamb slain for us.

4. It was to show that perfect obedience to all the command-
ments of God, by the faith of Jesus, is possible.

5. It was the third angel’s message, in verity, to be proclaimed 
with a loud voice, and to be attended by the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit in the latter rain.

According to Ellen White, this is what God wanted to ac-
complish for His people with the 1888 message.

Central to the preaching of Waggoner and Jones was the un-
derstanding that God desperately wanted to revitalize His remnant 
church by the Holy Spirit, that His people might be enabled to 
carry the loud cry to the world by themselves having an experience 
in righteousness. It was this righteousness that Jesus came to this 
world—in our fallen human nature—to make known by demon-
strating that fallen man can have victory over every sin. We read: 

“Clad in the vestments of humanity, the Son of God came 
down to the level of those He wished to save. In Him was 
no guile or sinfulness; He was ever pure and undefiled; 
yet He took upon Him our sinful nature. Clothing His 
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divinity with humanity, that He might associate with 
fallen humanity, He sought to regain for man that which, 
by disobedience, Adam lost for himself and the world” 
(Review and Herald, December 15, 1896).

Then Jesus is our example in obedience to God’s righteous law. 
His victory can be our victory. Again God speaks to us: “What 
love! What amazing condescension! The King of glory proposed 
to humble Himself to fallen humanity! He would place His feet in 
Adam’s steps. He would take man’s fallen nature, and engage to cope 
with the strong foe who triumphed over Adam. He would over-
come Satan, and in thus doing He would open the way for the re-
demption of those who would believe on Him from the disgrace of 
Adam’s failure and fall” (Review and Herald, February 24, 1874).

“Scarcely can the human mind comprehend the breadth 
and depth and height of the spiritual attainments of him 
who gains this knowledge. None need fail of attaining, 
in his sphere, to perfection of Christian character. By the 
sacrifice of Christ, provision has been made for the believer 
to receive all things that pertain to life and godliness. 
God calls upon us to reach the standard of perfection, 
and places before us the example of Christ’s character. In 
His humanity, perfected by a life of constant resistance of 
evil, the Saviour showed that through co-operation with 
Divinity, human beings may in this life attain to perfection 
of character. This is God’s assurance to us that we too may 
obtain complete victory” (Acts of the Apostles, 531).

“By infinite love and mercy the plan of salvation had been 
devised, and a life of probation was granted. To restore 
in man the image of his Maker, to bring him back to 
the perfection in which he was created, to promote the 
development of body, mind, and soul, that the divine 
purpose in his creation might be realized—this was to be 
the work of redemption. This is the object of education, 
the great object of life” (Education, 15, 16).
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“When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced 
in His people, then He will come to claim them as His 
own” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 69).

“The Lord requires perfection from His redeemed family. 
He expects from us the perfection which Christ revealed 
in His humanity” (Child Guidance, 477).

“Exact obedience is required and those that say that it 
is not possible to live a perfect life throw upon God the 
imputation of injustice and untruth” (Manuscript 147; 
Review and Herald, February 7, 1957).

“Christ died to make it possible for you to cease to sin” 
(Review and Herald, August 28, 1894).

“So long as we are united to Him by faith, sin has no more 
dominion over us. God reaches for the hand of faith in us 
to direct it to lay fast hold upon the divinity of Christ, that 
we may attain to perfection of character” (The Desire of 
Ages, 123).

“There is no excuse for sinning. A holy temper, a Christlike 
life, is accessible to every repenting, believing child of God.

“The ideal of Christian character is Christlikeness. As the 
Son of man was perfect in His life, so His followers are to 
be perfect in their life” (The Desire of Ages, 311).

“I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in 
order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest 
in the sanctuary, through the time of trouble. …

“I saw that none could share the ‘refreshing’ unless they 
obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, 
selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word 
and action” (Early Writings, 71).
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God does not ask an impossibility. When we are willing to 
merge our will with His will, He provides the power for us to live 
as He desire us to live.

“By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for 
every human being to obey God’s commandments. When 
we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His 
heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes 
one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity 
to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed 
with the garment of His righteousness” (Christ’s Object 
Lessons, 312).

We can and must overcome in Christ. But we must understand 
that we come to Christ just as we are; that He loves us and accepts 
us in the beloved; that we are complete in Him; that we are in Him 
and He in us; that as we are in Him we are covered with His righ-
teousness and as He is in us He is working out His righteousness 
within us. We also must know that He remembers that we are 
dust. He will save us by any means that He can. Some will be saved 
through death and some through translation. Some statements 
apply to those whom He will save by death and others to those 
who will be especially fitted for translation (See Ephesians 1:6; 
Colossians 2:10; John 14:17–20).

“When Christ shall come, our vile bodies are to be changed, 
made like His glorious body; but the vile character will-
not be made holy then. The transformation of character 
must take place before His coming. Our natures must be 
pure, and holy; we must have the mind of Christ, that He 
may behold with pleasure His image reflected upon our 
souls” (Our High Calling, 278)

The work of perfecting is the work of God in the soul 
that must be going on right now in our daily lives. “When 
He comes He is not to cleanse us of our sins, to remove 
from us the defects in our characters, or to cure us of the 
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infirmities of our tempers and dispositions. If wrought for 
us at all, this work will be accomplished before that time. 
When the Lord comes, those who are holy will be holy 
still. Those who have preserved their bodies and spirits in 
holiness, in sanctification and honor, will then receive the 
finishing touch of immortality” (Testimonies, vol. 2, 355).

“To be redeemed means to cease from sin” (Review and 
Herald, September 25, 1900).

“Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our 
characters have one spot or stain upon them” (Testimonies, 
vol. 5, 214).

The sealing of God is a settling into the truth intellectually and 
spiritually so that we cannot be moved (Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Commentary, vol. 4, 1161). It is in process right now. Characters 
are receiving the heavenly mold by our searching for Jesus with all 
our hearts. We find Him by faith in the sanctuary. Anything less 
than searching with all our hearts means that we’ll be lost.

“The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. 
The honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the 
perfection of the character of His people” (The Desire of 
Ages, 671).

God sent down His angels to present to His people the oppor-
tunity of receiving the second Pentecost—the latter rain—and 
to deny this truth is to cast a reflection upon the veracity of the 
prophet of the Lord.

According to the inspired testimony of our prophet, we are 
not only following in the footsteps of ancient Israel, but have done 
even worse than did they. “I saw that many who profess to believe 
the truth for these last days think it strange that the children of 
Israel murmured as they journeyed; that after the wonderful deal-
ings of God with them, they should be so ungrateful as to forget 
what He had done for them. Said the angel: ‘Ye have done worse 

1888 Message.indd   63 8/15/06   1:53:02 PM



The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers

��

than they’ ” (Testimonies, vol. 1, 129; See also vol. 1, 181–187, 608, 
609; vol. 3, 252, 253; vol. 5, 75, 76, 94; vol. 8, 250).

What has caused this great tragedy—our rejection—or our dis-
regard of the testimonies? “The church has turned back from fol-
lowing Christ her Leader and is steadily retreating toward Egypt. 
Yet few are alarmed or astonished at their want of spiritual power. 
Doubt, and even disbelief of the testimonies of the Spirit of God, 
is leavening our churches everywhere. Satan would have it thus. 
Ministers who preach self instead of Christ would have it thus. The 
testimonies are unread and unappreciated. God has spoken to you. 
Light has been shining from His Word and from the testimonies, 
and both have been slighted and disregarded” (Ibid., vol. 5, 217).

And what does she tell us is the result of this disregard of in-
spired counsel? “The solemn question should come home to every 
member of our churches, How are we standing before God, as the 
professed followers of Jesus Christ? … Spiritual death has come 
upon the people that should be manifesting life and zeal, purity 
and consecration, by the most earnest devotion to the cause of 
truth. The facts concerning the real condition of the professed 
people of God, speak more loudly than their profession, and make 
it evident that some power has cut the cable that anchored them 
to the Eternal Rock, and that they are drifting away to sea, without 
chart or compass” (Review and Herald, July 24, 1888).

To disregard the messages of the Lord, is to reject them. We, as a 
people, have been guilty of disregarding them in almost every area. 
“It is not alone those who openly reject the Testimonies, or who 
cherish doubt concerning them, that are on dangerous ground. To 
disregard light is to reject it” (Testimonies, vol 5, 680).

What can we do now? We must quickly bring our commit-
tees and boards, leaders, pastors, and laity, into a relationship of 
obedience to all truth God has given His people, that we may ex-
perience the revival that God has promised His church. “Before 
the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the earth there will 
be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive god-
liness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times” (Great  
Controversy, 464).

1888 Message.indd   64 8/15/06   1:53:02 PM



The Rejection of the 1888 Message and Its Messengers

��

Those who refuse to accept the great experience of victory over 
sin, will be passed by and God will call his common people from 
the plow and every walk of life to give the last warning message to 
the world. “The Lord will use in the accomplishment of His work 
means that we do not see. He will raise up from among the com-
mon people men and women to do His work, even as of old, He 
called fishermen to be His disciples. There will soon be an awaken-
ing that will surprise many. Those who do not realize the necessity 
of what is to be done, will be passed by, and the heavenly mes-
sengers will work with those who are called the common people, 
fitting them to carry the truth to many places. Now is the time for 
us to wake and do what we can” (Loma Linda Messages, 83).

The church is in a shaking process and every thing that can be 
shaken, will be shaken (See Testimonies, vol. 7, 219; vol. 9, 15, 16). 
Only a few will remain faithful (See also vol. 5, 10, 50, 165, 166). 
What tragedy!

God speaks to us again: “The Lord Jesus will always have a 
chosen people to serve Him. When the Jewish people rejected 
Christ, the Prince of life, He took from them the kingdom of God 
and gave it unto the Gentiles. God will continue to work on this 
principle with every branch of His work. When a church proves 
unfaithful to the work of the Lord, whatever their position may 
be, however high and sacred their calling, the Lord can no longer 
work with them. Others are then chosen to bear important respon-
sibilities. But, if these in turn do not purify their lives from every 
wrong action, if they do not establish pure and holy principles in 
all their borders, then the Lord will grievously afflict and humble 
them and, unless they repent, will remove them from their place 
and make them a reproach” (Upward Look, 131).

“God will carry on his work through wholly consecrated 
workmen. If his ministers fail of representing Christ, He will turn 
to others, many of whom have not been prepared for the work by a 
regular course of study, and will put a message into their lips, even 
the last message of warning. He will call men from their various 
employments, and at His bidding they will go forth to proclaim 
present truth” (Review and Herald, December 9, 1902).
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The hour is now late. We are now nearly one hundred years 
this side of our lost opportunity. God will not be disappointed 
again; He has his messengers in place. The 1888 message has not 
changed. Victory over sin will be experienced. Pentecost will re-
turn to the church. The world will soon be warned, the loud cry 
given. Soon, very soon, Jesus will come.

This is our day of preparation. Every sin must be confessed, 
every cultivated and inherited weakness to sin must be made per-
fect in the power of the Holy Spirit. “It is by the Spirit that the 
heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a par-
taker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine 
power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, 
and to impress His own character upon His church” (Desire of  
Ages, 671).
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